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I. BACKGROUND  
 

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region 
(Regional Board), is the Lead Agency responsible for evaluating potential 
environmental impacts of the proposed amendment to the Water Quality Control 
Plan for the Santa Ana River Basin (Basin Plan).  The proposed amendment 
would amend the Basin Plan to include a prohibition on the use of septic tank-
subsurface disposal systems (septic systems) in the Quail Valley area of 
Riverside County.     

The Secretary for Resources certified the basin planning process as exempt from 
certain requirements under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
including preparation of an environmental impact report [Title 14, California Code 
of Regulations, Section 15251(g)].  However, Title 23, California Code of 
Regulations, Section 3777 requires that an Environmental Checklist and a written 
report be prepared for any proposed Basin Plan amendment.  The written report 
must contain: (1) a brief description of the proposed activity; (2) reasonable 
alternatives to the proposed activity; and (3) mitigation measures to minimize any 
significant adverse environmental impacts of the proposed activity.  This 
Environmental Checklist and the Staff Report prepared for the Basin Plan 
amendment satisfy these requirements.   
 
The Environmental Checklist is presented below. 
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